Portfolio Agrarium 2025 program

Small producers and young farmers, ATTENTION!
Are you a smallholder? Or have you started farming recently? You can now
participate in the outstanding spring agricultural event, the Agrarium 2025
conference in Kecskemét on March 19th, with a 50% discount.
Please, fill out the following form, and Portfolio’s professional team will assess
your claim so that you can redeem your discounted ticket.
If you have filled out the form, save it and send it to
kistermeloikedvezmeny@portfolio.hu.
The subject of the letter: Portfolio Agrarium 2025 - smallholder application
You can access the form by clicking here.

Registration

Session |: Agricultural Subsidies In the Spotlight
This year, it remains crucial for domestic agricultural market players to receive
their entitled agricultural subsidies promptly and efficiently. In recent years, the
available resources for eligible recipients have steadily increased, and in 2025, it
will be essential to ensure that the level of support remains stable and continues
to grow. This session will present the expected changes in support for the year

and the conditions that must be met to obtain funding in the new application
period. There will also be a discussion on what kind of checks can be expected
regarding the payments, and what farmer-friendly developments the Hungarian

State Treasury is introducing. The experts will provide an overview of the
anticipated changes in the EU's Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) regulations
and discuss whether, in the long term, the CAP could be adjusted in ways that

benefit domestic agricultural businesses.
What significant changes will come into effect this year regarding agricultural
subsidies?
What should farmers prepare for in the new application period?
How will the available subsidy amount change in 20257
What checks can industry participants expect when applying for subsidies?
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What corrections might come into effect in the EU's Common Agricultural Policy
regulations?

Could the EU CAP take a more favourable direction for domestic farmers in the
long term?

08:30 - 08:35 Welcome speech
Speaker:
Zoltan Ban, CEO, Net Média (Portfolio Group)

08:35 - 08:55 Modernisation and development boom in agriculture -
Agricultural economic subsidies in 2025

Speaker:
Sandor Farkas, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Agriculture

08:55 - 09:15 Agricultural Insurance 2025: Solutions for Evolving Risks and

Market Challenges
Speaker:
Géza Sebestyén, Agriculture Specialist, Hungarikum Biztositasi Alkusz Zrt.

09:15 - 10:00 Agricultural subsidies in 2025: key information and changes
in the unified application process - New requirements of the
EU Common Agricultural Policy
Moderator: Laszlé Hazafi, agriculture journalist, Portfolio/Agrarszektor
Conversation participants:
Istvan Jakab, President, MAGOSZ
Anikéd Juhasz, Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
Szabolcs Makai, CEO, Talentis Agro Zrt.
Gergely Papp, Deputy Director General, Hungarian Chamber of Agriculture
Endre Szabd, Director of the CAP, Magyar Allamkincstar

Coffee break

Session lI: Agricultural Contracts, Agri-financing:
New Expectations and Opportunities
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The producer protection law package, which came into effect this year, may offer
new opportunities for farmers by establishing a new foundation for purchasing
contracts. The session will review the benefits and obligations that the new
regulation may bring to market participants, highlighting specific provisions
related to non-payment sanctions, mandatory risk-sharing, contract grower
cooperation, and occupational disqualifications. Another focal point will be a
detailed overview of the financing opportunities available to agricultural
businesses in 2025. There will be a discussion on expected macroeconomic
shifts, sector-specific financing conditions, new loan products, and discounted
loan programmes.

What advantages and obligations does the new producer protection legislation
package include?

What are the specific regulations on non-payment sanctions, mandatory risk-
sharing, contract grower cooperation, and occupational disqualification?
Which contracts are worth entering, and are new contract templates available?
How must buyers compensate producers, and what penalties can they face in
case of legal violations?

What macroeconomic trajectory should agribusinesses expect in 20257
How might financing conditions change in the agribusiness sector?

What new loan products are banks introducing to the market, and what
discounted loan programmes can agribusiness players take advantage of?

10:20 - 11:05 A new legislation package regulates the business
relationships between agricultural producers and buyers:
how to enter into contracts in 2025? - Special provisions and

sanctions

Moderator: Laszlé Hazafi, agriculture journalist, Portfolio/Agrarszektor
Conversation participants:

Tamas Andréka, State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture

Ferenc Apati, President, Associate Professor, FruitVeB, University of Debrecen
Tibor Andras Cseh, Secretary General, MAGOSZ

Gabor Fitos,

Tamas Petéhazi, Chamber Department Chair, President of the Grain Producer’s
Association - Hungary

11:05 - 11:20 Changing Environment, Changing Financing in Agriculture -
"Everything Changes, but the Essence Remains!"
Speaker:
Istvan Szabd, Executive Director, OTP Bank Corporate and Agricultural
Directorate
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11:20 - 11:30 Global challenges - We are ready. Are you?
Speaker:
David Hollési, President , Board Member, Magyar Bankszovetség agrar
munkabizottsag

11:30 - 12:20 Crucial financing opportunities and solutions in agribusiness
- New loan products, discounted loan programmes, financing
conditions
Moderator: Zoltan Ban, CEO, Net Média (Portfolio Group)

Conversation participants:

Zoltan Boros, Director, Large Corporate Clients in Agri and Food Industry, MBH
Bank

Zoltan Demeter, Head of Agribusiness Development Department, K&H
Tamas Leskd, Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Agrar-Vallalkozasi Hitelgarancia
Alapitvany

Istvan Szabd, Executive Director, OTP Bank Corporate and Agricultural
Directorate

Rébert Szerdahelyi, Head of SME Business / SME Directorate, Erste Bank
Péter Szilagyi, Head of Risk Underwriting, Coface

Lunch break

Session llI/A: Grain Market, Arable Crop Production
- What Can We Expect?

What can farmers expect after this year's grain harvest, and what are the key
factors that could influence price trends and sales opportunities? This session
will provide answers by reviewing the most significant global market processes
impacting the grain sector, the effects of the situation in Ukraine on the
Hungarian market, and issues related to crop quality. Experts will analyse how
the cost structures of major arable crops might evolve this year, what producers
should pay particular attention to during the growing cycle, and what profitability
they can expect after the sale of their harvests.

What could be the most important factors affecting the cereals market this year?
What cereal prices can farmers expect in 20257
How could the situation in Ukraine influence the regional grain market, including
Hungary?
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How could the cost structure of the main field crops evolve this year?
What profitability can field crop producers expect in this year’s farming cycle?

Moderator: Viktor Balazs, Vice President, Hungarian Chamber of Agriculture

13:20 - 13:35 Liquid gold: precision irrigation and nutrient management

systems

Speaker:
Krisztian Molnar, Agricultural Engineer, Poliext Kft.

13:35 - 14:35 Expected price trends and sales opportunities in the grain
market - Profitability prospects for crop production in 2025
Conversation participants:
Istvan Bakos, Production Director, Bonafarm
Laszl6 Bottlik, Head of Crop Production Division, Talentis Agro Zrt.
Gabor Derdak, President, Gyér-Moson-Sopron County Young Farmers'
Association, Magosz
Csaba Héjja, Agricultural Analyst, MBH Bank

Session llI/B: Food Market, Food Packaging,
Agricultural Marketing: The Path to Success

The session summarises the key trends in the domestic food market, providing
an overview of the market and sales opportunities available to food industry
companies this year. The roundtable discussion will cover topics such as
relationships between food retailers and suppliers within the industry, as well as
new products and technologies in modern and sustainable food packaging and
the regulatory environment surrounding them. Additionally, the session will
explore the domestic and international community marketing programmes food
industry businesses can join this year to support their market appearances.
What demand and consumption trends are expected to characterise the
domestic food market this year?

What new competitiveness-enhancing development programmes might open up
for industry players?

How might regulations and costs related to food packaging change?

What are the latest products and technological solutions in modern and
sustainable food packaging?

What are the new directions for accessing foreign markets and effective
development opportunities?
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What domestic and international community marketing programmes are
available to food industry businesses?

Moderator: Laszld Friedrich, university professor, institute director,
Hungarian University of Agriculture and Life Sciences

13:20 - 13:35 Food landscape in spring 2025
Speaker:
Tamas Eder, President, Federation of Hungarian Food Industries

13:35 - 13:50 SSI SCHAFER’s Innovative Technologies and Software -
Intralogistics Solutions Designed for the Agricultural Sector
Speaker:
Péter Kardos, CEO, SSI Schafer Systems International Kft.

13:50 - 14:35 The key changes in the domestic food market - The latest
trends in sustainable food packaging and community
agribusiness marketing programmes for domestic and
international markets
Conversation participants:

Gabor Aratd, Executive Director, Manupackaging Hungary
Tamads Barany, CEO, Aqua Lorenzo Kft.

Tamas Eder, President, Federation of Hungarian Food Industries
Janos Ruck, CEO, Gallicoop

Szilvia Széke, Sales Director, LC Packaging

Coffee break

Session IV/A: Competitive Foraging and Animal
Husbandry

Last year, livestock farming businesses performed better than in previous years,
and it is vital that this positive trend continues in the coming year. The session
provides a detailed analysis of expected cost changes, purchase prices, and
profitability forecasts in key livestock sectors, while also reviewing the animal
health challenges affecting the livestock industry. Additionally, experts will
present the expected changes in the feed market in 2025, as well as the new
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feeding technologies that can make livestock farming operations more efficient.
What are the most important changes that will affect the costs of livestock
farming operations?

How may purchase prices develop this year in the key livestock sectors?
Can the profitability of livestock farming businesses continue to improve in
20257
What are the most significant animal health challenges in the livestock sector
this year?

What changes are expected in the feed market, and what are the main factors
that could determine feed prices?

What feeding technologies can livestock businesses implement to enhance their
operational efficiency?

Moderator: Zoltan Forian, leading agricultural expert, Agricultural
Competence Centre, Erste Bank Zrt.

14:55 - 15:10 FMD in Hungary - Current situation and official measures
Speaker:
Szabolcs Pasztor, Head of the Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry of
Agriculture

15:10 - 15:20 In the Shadow of Great Power Games - The Impact of This

Year’s Feed Prices on Livestock Farming
Speaker:
Zoltan Kulik, CEO, Vitafort Zrt.

15:20 - 15:30 More Economical, More Marketable, More Profitable - The

Future of Soybean in Hungary
Speaker:
Zoltan Bene, Manager, Karintia Kft.

15:30 - 16:15 Trends and Effective Solutions in Feed and Animal Husbandry
- Animal Health Crisis Due to the Emergence of Foot-and-

Mouth Disease Virus

Conversation participants:

Janos Adam, vezérigazgatd, Bély Zrt.

Zoltan Bene, Manager, Karintia Kft.

Zoltan Kulik, CEO, Vitafort Zrt.

Szabolcs Pasztor, Head of the Office of the Chief Veterinary Officer, Ministry of
Agriculture

Laszlé Pecze, Managing Director, Topigs Norsvin Central Europe
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Session 1V/B: Input Market Trends
Farmers must optimise their use of inputs - plant protection products, fertilisers,
and seeds - and manage input costs due to the profitability challenges in arable
crop production. The session will review the key factors influencing this year's
input material market and outline the expected price trends and supply-demand
dynamics that producers can anticipate. The discussion also covers how farmers
can reduce their input costs in a reasonable manner that meets agrotechnical
requirements, as well as the new products and technologies that can help
protect their crops more sustainably and in an environmentally friendly way
while ensuring their optimal nutrient needs.
What factors will determine the agricultural input market conditions in 20257
What fertiliser, seed, and pesticide prices to expect?
How can agricultural producers optimise their input costs?
How can fertilisation, seed selection, and pest control be adapted to changing
climatic conditions?
What are the new products and technologies that can make input material
management more sustainable?

Moderator: Rébert Gorog, Managing Director, Hungarian Crop Protection
Association

14:55 - 15:15 Changes to the electronic Financial Diary - New operations

code library and further improvements
Speaker:
Gabor Varszegi, Director, Nébih

15:15 - 16:15 What to expect from agricultural input markets - Price
forecasts, new products and technologies in fertilisation,

plant protection, and seed usage

Conversation participants:

Andras Fay,

Domonkos Lukacs, Category Marketing Manager, Herbicides, Corteva
Agriscience

Gabor Polgar, Executive Director, Hungarian Seed Association and Product
Council

Imre Sik, Country Manager, RAGT Vetémag Kft.

Gabor Varszegi, Director, Nébih
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Session V/A: How Can We Succeed in Rural

Development Tenders?

How can domestic agribusinesses successfully participate in the numerous
agricultural and rural development tenders that have emerged recently? This will
be the main focus of the session, in which experts will provide a detailed
evaluation of the application conditions and performance criteria. They will cover
the evaluation criteria of the applications submitted so far, the smoothest
possible implementation opportunities, as well as the payment schedule for the
subsidies and the inspection criteria. In addition, the session will present which
further calls for applications are expected in 2025 and how agricultural sector
participants can apply for them.

What is the timeline for evaluating submitted agricultural and rural development
applications, and when can applicants expect to receive grant award
documents?

What are the most important practical aspects and experiences regarding the
implementation of the projects?

When are the grant payments expected for the winning projects?

What criteria are used to monitor the implementation of the projects?
What new agricultural and rural development grants can be expected in 20257

Moderator: Gergely Papp, Deputy Director General, Hungarian Chamber of
Agriculture

16:15 - 16:30 The criteria for successful agricultural and rural development

applications - New calls for proposals in 2025
Speaker:
Szabolcs Szigeti, Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture

16:30 - 17:10 The evaluation, implementation, monitoring, and payment
criteria of agricultural and rural development applications -
Requirements for successful applications, new calls for

proposals in 2025

Conversation participants:

Balazs Huber, Head Of Department, Hungarian State Treasury

Viktor Nagy, Professional Secretary, Magyar Gazdakorok és
GazdaszOvetkezetek Szovetsége

Istvan Szabd, Executive Director, OTP Bank Corporate and Agricultural
Directorate

Szabolcs Szigeti, Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture
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Session V/B: Digital and Precision Developments:
Support is Coming

After last year's significant decline in the agricultural machinery market, support
measures that encourage digital transition and the spread of precision farming in
domestic agriculture could be crucial. The session will delve into the conditions
for modern and efficiency-boosting developments offered by new grant
opportunities expected this year, the application criteria, and the funding
amounts that agricultural businesses can access for various purposes. The
discussion takes a close look at the likely machinery market trends for this year,
as well as the latest technical and technological products and developments.
When will grants encouraging digital transition and precision farming be
available?

What are the conditions for applying for specific purposes?

What amount of funding can farmers receive for digital and precision
developments?

What can be expected in the domestic machinery market this year after last
year's significant decline?

What are the latest technological and technical developments in agricultural
machinery available in our country?

Moderator: Gabor Milics, associate professor, Hungarian University of
Agriculture and Life Sciences

16:15 - 16:30 Digital and precision improvements in agriculture - New
funding for farmers
Speaker:
Aniko Juhdasz, Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture

16:30 - 17:10 New funding opportunities for digital transition and precision
farming in agriculture - Development directions, application
conditions, technical and technological solutions
Conversation participants:

Anikod Juhdasz, Deputy State Secretary, Ministry of Agriculture

Péter Akos Mesterhazi, Team Leader, Axidl Kft.

Levente Szabd, director of projects / Business Solution Directorate, 4iG

Istvan Virag, product manager for precision farming, Agrotec Magyarorszag Kft.
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Champagne toast & networking
Be our guest for a glass of champagne after the programme, and don't miss the
networking opportunity with conference participants and speakers!

This is how Agrarium 2024 roared - join us this year too!




